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Pleasure in Profit

Popular Prose in Seventeenth-Century Japan
Laura Moretti

Columbia University Press
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In the seventeenth century. Japanese popular prose flourished as waves of
newly literate readers gained access to the printed word. Commercial
publishers released vast numbers of titles in response to readers’ hunger
for books that promised them potent knowledge. However, traditional
literary histories of this period position the writings of Thara Saikaku at
center stage, largely neglecting the breadth of popular prose.

In the first comprehensive study of the birth of Japanese commercial
publishing, Laura Moretti investigates the vibrant world of vernacular
popular literature. She marshals new data on the magnitude of the
seventeenth-century publishing business and highlights the diversity and
porosity of its publishing genres. Moretti explores how booksellers
sparked interest among readers across the spectrum of literacies and
demonstrates how they tantalized consumers with vital ethical, religious,
societal, and interpersonal knowledge. She recasts books as tools for
knowledge making. areuing that popular prose engaged its audience
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Summer School in Early Modern Japanese Palacography

Reading 7 HOME EARLY MODERN JAPANESE CURSIVE ~ HIGHLIGHTS (2018, 2019) PAST GRADUATE SUMMER SCHOOLS ~ PROJECT 2020 ~
Manual
2nd ed.
Laura Moretti & Yamabe Susumu
SUMMER SCHOOL 2021 CONTACT US

Session S: let’s read some sorobun

We are now moving onto text that are written in the so-called sorobun style.

If you are enrolled on our Summer School programme, you can download the manual for sorobun
that Laura Moretti and Yamabe Susumu have devised. If you are not enrolled and you are

interested in accessing this material please contact Dr Moretti (Im571@cam.ac.uk).

< Manual for sorobun — Japanese Early Modern Palacography (wakancambridge.com) >

An excellent introduction to sor6bun can be found in Yada Tsutomu J<FHH# | Kokugo moji hyok:
shi no kenkyn EIFBS F - FRaC PO (Kyuko shoin, 2012), pp. 449-91.


https://wakancambridge.com/start-learning-early-modern-japanese-cursive/resources-for-reading-early-modern-cursive/manual-for-sorobun/
http://www.wakancambridge.com/
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Private collection Suzuran bunko (Cambridge, UK)



http://base1.nijl.ac.jp/infolib/meta_pub/CsvDefault.exe?DEF_XSL=default&GRP_ID=G0001401&DB_ID=G0001401KTG&IS_TYPE=csv&IS_STYLE=default

Private collection Suzuran bunko (Cambridge, UK)




Private collection Suzuran bunko (Cambridge, UK)
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Historical materials: &omonjo & X &

Private collection Suzuran bunko (Cambridge, UK)
Visit: www.wakancambridge.com > Teaching sessions



http://www.wakancambridge.com/

Paratextual materials
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